MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE

farming in coins minted on die spot, and bearing a signature which
served as a guarantee of their standard and value, and a place-
name which recorded their place of origin.'*1

Luschin2 considers that we may regard this minting of the gold
furnished by the impost as a Roman custom. According to
him, the moneyers were not small artisans, but the farmers of
the tax.

We must suppose, with Luschin, that some control was exercised
over die striking of these coins, for this diversity did not result in
confusion like that of the feudal currencies of the Middle Ages.

According to Prou3 the moneyers were artisans who had escaped
from the old Imperial mints, after which they worked for die
public.

We read upon some of the coins struck by some of the moneyers
the words ratio fisti or ratio doming which appears to indicate that
the money was struck under the control of the fisc. The fact that
coins were minted not only in a great number of cities, but in
vici, castra, villae, seems, on the other hand, to confirm the hypo-
thesis that they were struck on the occasion of collecting the
impost. It is impossible to believe, with Prou,5 that there can have
been mints in all these places. And he himself acknowledges that
the moneyers were not public officials.0 Very rare after Pippin's
reign, they finally disappeared in 781 ;7 that is to say, at the very
time when the Roman impost disappeared.

There were no concessions of the right to mint coins in the
Merovingian epoch.8 According to Mgr. Lesnc, the churches
would have minted money simply in order to mobilize their

1   ENGEL and SERRUHB, op. flV., vol. I, p. 97.

2  A. LUSCHIN VON BBBNGREUTH, Altgcmcinc Miinzkundc und Geljgeschiehto,
2nd ed., 1926, p. 97.

8 PROU, Catalogue des mommies mt*rovingtennes9 p, bexxi. I think this agrees
very well with the text of the Vita E/fcfi,1,15. M.G.H. ss. HER. MBHOV., vol IV,
p- 681.                                                                         * Pflou, op, tit., p. li,

* Ibid,, pp. bcx and bcxxii. *                                            * Ibid., p, bocd.

^ PROU, Catalogue des monnaics caroUngmn^s, p. xlvii.

8 PROU, however, doubts this.
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